I’m Telling You for the Last Time

Hebrews 12:25-29

Introduction:

I. Don’t Refuse Him Who Speaks from Heaven – 12:25-27

A. Because Grace Is a Higher Calling – 12:25
1. Those who Disobeyed the Law at Sinai did not Escape (Spoken on the Earth) – 12:25a
· Don’t come near the mountain – die

· Don’t touch the mountain – die

· Don’t gather sticks on the Sabbath

· Don’t disobey your parents

· Don’t take the Lord’s name in vain.

· Don’t tell a lie

· Don’t covet your neighbor’s goods.

· Don’t commit adultery
2. The New Covenant is a Greater Covenant (Spoken from Heaven) – 12:25b
“How much more”

Hebrews 2:1-4

“Therefore we must pay greater attention to what we have heard, (i.e. the New Covenant) if the message declared through angels [the Law] was valid.”
3. How can we Escape if we Neglect so Great a Salvation? (The New Covenant)
Hebrews 6:3
“Therefore, ﻿﻿leaving the discussion of the elementary principles of Christ, let us go one to maturity.”
Hebrews 10:28-29
“Anyone who has violated the law of Moses dies without mercy “on the testimony of two or three witnesses.” How much worse punishment do you think will be deserved by those who have spurned the Son of God, profaned the blood of the [new] covenant by which they were sanctified, and outraged the Spirit of grace? 

B. Because Grace Has a Higher Compensation – 12:26-27
1. He Shook the Earth at Sinai - 12:26a

There was blackness / darkness / tempest/ the sound of a trumpet / voice of words.

He shook not only the earth, but the people. They were terrified!

Moses trembled.
No generation has seen these things since that time.

2. He will Shake both Heaven and Earth - 12:26b-27

God made a promise - He is going to shake everything in heaven and earth.

This is probably in preparation for the kingdom, the seals, trumpets and bowls.

Anything that cannot be shaken will remain.

These are the Permanent Things:
The Word of God
The Promise of God 

The oath of God 6:19

Kingdom of God
To the Believer: Gold, silver, precious stones not wood, hay, stubble (I Corinthians 3)
II. Hold Fast to Grace - 12:28-29

A. Because that is the Only Way to Serve God Acceptably – 12:28
1. The translation “hold fast to Grace” – 12:28

Greek ἔχωμεν χάριν, - echomen charin

a. Current translations:

KJV/NKJV/ ASV - “let us have grace”
NRSV - “let us give thanks”
ESV - “let us be grateful”
NASV - “let us ﻿﻿show gratitude”
NIV - “let us be thankful”
b. Greek Sources:

Lexical Aids For Students of New Testament Greek – Bruce Metzger, p8
ἔχω – to have, hold 
c. Lexicon meanings: (active transitive verb)
1. have, hold
2. of clothing…  etc. have on, wear
3. keep, preserve
4. hold, hold in its grip, seize 

d. Usage in the New Testament
ἔχω (echo) occurs 708 in the New Testament
NKJV translation listed below to:

Philippians 2:29

“Receive him (﻿﻿Epaphroditus), therefore in the Lord with all gladness, and hold (ἔχετε)  such men in esteem.

I Timothy 3:9
“holding (ἔχοντας) the ﻿﻿mystery of the faith with a pure conscience. 

II Timothy 1:13
“Hold fast (ἔχε) ﻿﻿the pattern of ﻿﻿sound words which you have heard from me, in faith and love which are in Christ Jesus. 

James 2:1
“My brethren, do not hold (ἔχετε)  the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, ﻿﻿the Lord of glory, with ﻿﻿partiality.

How do you decide which meaning is intended here?
e. Context

The Book: The whole theme of the Hebrews is: “Christ is better than anything in Judaism”

Don’t go back to the Law > Nation

Stay with the Grace > Church
The Chapter: The theme of the chapter is: “The Power of Hope in Christ” (Ryrie)

The chastening of God is called a “Grace.”
The preceding context is a contrast between: 
The giving of the Law at Mount Sinai


and

The promise of Grace at Mount Zion

Therefore “hold fast to Grace that you may serve God acceptably”.
You can’t please God by keeping the Law.

B. Because God Is Still a Consuming Fire – 12:29

1. God will Consume the Things that can be Shaken
a. The things of a world that has defied God


The lusts of the flesh




The lusts of the eyes





The pride of life.

All the nations that forget God

b. The works of the believer (wood, hay, stubble) will be burned as well.
1) Loss of reward
2) Exclusion from the kingdom rule with Christ

Conclusion:
The immediate punishments of the Law are gone.

God has given a new set of laws.
Not really, though commands of Christ are there. The immediate punishments are not there.

The difference is a new motivation - 
II Corinthians 5:14

“For the love of Christ compels us, because we judge thus: that ﻿﻿if One died for all, then all died; ﻿and He died for all, ﻿﻿that those who live should live no longer for themselves, but for Him who died for them and rose again. 

Does that lower my level of responsibility? – NO!
Does that bring God down to my level? – NO!
The covenant changed; God didn’t change.

He is not the man upstairs – my cosmic buddy.

He is still immortal, invisible, God only wise, in light inaccessible hid from our eyes.

He is still the true God of holiness.
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